Email this articke Click to send
Print this articla Cleck to print
Most popular pages Today | This Week

Workers at U.S. plants in Mexico seek

rights

Susan Fariss
Cox Naws Senvice
Moy, 3, 2003 12:00 AM

AJALPAN, Moo - Martin Zmi:ITw.nm can hesile the names: of Fandy jeans
likn an Amaran ol il Ho ghauld ko

Zacatzi says he and 1,300 other smployess at & beotiks loiony i southem Moxico
miwmwwmwrmmamada,miu}urmm
ipmpangafon b augment base wages of Mia more than $1 am hour,

Ha says they were ordened o ssw from B a.m. Friday untl 4 am. Saturday at the
inciory in Ajalpan, a small tiown in Pusbla state 175 miles southaast of Mexioo Ciy.

The factony is co-owred by Tamant Appaeal Geoup of Los Angeles and Kamel Nacif,
i wialihy Mexican textils magnale who has made headlings in Las Wogas for high-
siakes gambling. Warkers have dubled Nacil, "The Derim King, " Because b owns
muiphe factoras that assambe jeans.

Different border dispute

Labor activists on both sides of tha border regand tha Tanmnt dispuin a8 the Lkt
test cazo for Mexico's wilingnass ko anfonce maeguiacons workers' righls. Alegations
of sweatshon condiions ane pulling pressune on big-name LS. brands 1o oblige
Toraigh suppiang o alads by codes of conduct and local labor laws.

In the past, workers at maguikkdons have been subjectsd 1o forced pregnancy
testing and ot invasions Ol privecy. of lived for protesting abuses, despie
Maxican labad Liws Thal sppear generous.

Al Ajalpee’s faciony, workers Say SUPGNASORS BRe WBENg M 10 Bcqussce i
eniss e damands 80 work harder and faler or elss the LS. companies that once:
Tecschud b Wi will gy bo China.

Bl:-'lumlllpnl‘rl-ﬂl'l'fﬂllm_re liraarad By this 1084 Mah American Fres Trade

ielile assembly in China, Coniral Amarica and oiher [ocear regions, Thal number
had fallen ko 798,

Job flow te China

“(Theeats ans) used a lol as a prebexd now at factonies,” Zacatzl sald, "China reaeds
weork. IU's gol a huge populaion. Mexico neads wirk, oo™
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SIvrance pary, opling to challangs his dismissal bafors & state labor board.

“Wve're nol aping! rensrafional comparies coming 40 our country. e welcomes
them. Bl we wanl peopie 1o know fat Mexcan workars ane being evploiied,” ho

Thae dispute ot Tarmant bagan in June, when 800 worers staged a Norma Ras-stye
work stoppage. gathered 750 signatures demanding thery be alloesd o fom
an indepandant unian, ranm in Mexico Dacause URons ware Tor S0 mary decades
contraled by Maxico's kaimer ane-pary gowemment,

Tha amplryeas Claimn they collacied ancugh Sighalures b faguing T slabe kb
boded b approve the union. In Ociober, the board rejecied the petition on grounds
tha employees balleve wans fimsy o prntaci the Maif,

Cine of the reasons the board cbesd: The: name of & woman union supporter was
listadd a5 “Maria™ on ome document and "Maura™ on anoiher,

Sinta their work stoppage, employses abo say, Tarmant ke fired workers in wares,
slaring with all the loaders of tha union driva, including Zacatzi. So far, more than
300 emploryess have besn dsmissod

“There are imbaknces of power in every country, bt Mexico is pretly exireme,” sad
Sool Nova, ssecuths direcior of the Washingion, D.C.-based Workers Nﬂtl
sweatshop allegations and

Wiwa's group produced -mmamww and in Saplamber
sant copies b0 Lired's nol Tommy Hillger, two 10p customees

Other slde of border

Les's asiked Tarrant b Bacoma mone acive in addressing workers' grisvances and

allvw an indepenckenl audior bo invesligats alegations of abisas al tha plant.
Tarrant redussd, angenng Les,

“To cur surprise, tha company was nol wiling o work with us. ITs a wary rarm case,”
aaid Michasl Kobor, drechar of Lewi's "giobal code of conduct® sactian, which
oversees niemal labor standards.

Liwis stopped placing orders with Tarant in Saptember and weoli 3 latier 1o
Pusbla's govemar, Melgquiades Morakes Flores, urging Rim 1o uphold Meaics's kabar
larars.

Als in Septeenbar, @ U8, college group caled UnBed Students Ageirat Sweatshops
fikesd & complaind relatad o ke Tarant Sepute Delore 8 ihrss-cauniny IBDOF Faview
baard MAFTA established. Madcan actiists join students i accusa Mexico's

govemment of failing 1o uphold s laws.

Blama Tor Tamant dapule ficochels among the players at e jop of he production
chain. Macifs office in Mexico City refered r.il'hJol'w!n‘mﬂut
spokesman whe sakd the 300 layolls were RN £
‘war 10 pay enaugh. Because of the economy, I'nadﬂod mmHTﬂﬂﬂl
mmmm&hmmmmm

T0on you know tha United Stanis doesnt Buy 1rom us anymora?™ he said. "Tha you
Iy avierything from Ching now? Thes you sond peapbs down heng 10 dang K
irrvestigate buenan rights abuses.=

The new North, South

Tarani, he said, rejeciod business becausa af Lovis “hampsr wagns.™

I & stalasnent, Law's wiohs, "W can tell you Satwe have reached mutusally
uﬁmwmwmmmnmm ara




willing to meet our requirements for service, time, and cost of production, as well as
meeting our code of conduct requirements.”

Ajalpan's plant now churns out Express jeans for The Limited. The brand responded
to inquiries about its position on the Tarrant dispute with a statement: "Limited
Brands holds its employees, suppliers and vendors strictly accountable for
compliance with all applicable laws and our own business policies, including those
relating to labor standards.”

The state labor board did not return repeated phone calls for comment.

The Tarrant conflict is reminiscent of a fight nearby at Puebla’s Mexmode factory, a
Korean-owned plant where employees rose up in 2001 to demand a union and to
protest abuses.

After the intervention of the company's major buyer, Nike, and United Students
Against Sweatshops, the independent union was installed.

Today, more than 700 assembly workers at sewing machines piece together T-shirts
and sweatshirts emblazoned with Nike, Disney or the names of U.S. college sports
teams. Every Monday, manager Steve Kim or others sit down with union leaders to
talk about problems.

"The union is like the face of the company now,” Kim said.

Mexmode's workers are happier, union leader Josefina Perez said. The wages still
aren't high enough to dissuade some from joining the trail of illegal immigrants to the
United States that flows heavily out of Puebla. Yet, many feel they have a stake in
the company now, and for the first time in years, Kim said, he expects to make a
profit next year.

What happens at the Tarrant plant, U.S. activists say, depends on whether brands
like The Limited will follow Nike and Levi's and use their leverage to pressure the
company.
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